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Please note meeting will be held via Microsoft Teams.
 14u Eanair 2021
Chuig:   Gach Ball don Chomhairle.

A Chomhairleoir,

Iarrtar ort bheith i láthair ag Cruinniú Chomhairle Chontae Longfoirt a tionólfar via Microsoft Teams ar an Chéadaoin, 20u Eanair 2021 ag 3.00 p.m. chun gnó a dhéanamh d’réir an Chláir thíos.  
You are requested to attend Meeting of Longford County Council to be held via Microsoft Teams on Wednesday, 20th January 2021 at 3.00 p.m to transact business, as set out on the Agenda hereunder. 
Mise le meas,
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_______________

Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.
C L A R


Prayer before Meeting.


Attendance by representatives from the Department of Justice regarding the establishment of 

Local Community Safety Partnership.

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 9th December 2020  - copy enclosed.
2. Matters arising from Minutes.

3. Declaration of Interest by Members.

4. To note Management Report  - to follow.
5.
To note adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on

11th November 2020 – copy enclosed.

7.
Strategic Infrastructure and Climate Change.

(a) To note Planning Applications received since last meeting of the Council.
(b) Consideration of disposal of property at 16, The Demesne, Longford (Part of Folios

LD 12416 & LD 15584F) in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 6th January 2021.

(c) Consideration of proposed Section 85 Local Government Act 2001 Agreement for a Regional tender in respect of the servicing of Bring Bank network – report enclosed.
(d) Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –

Councillor Paraic Brady – referred from Granard Municipal District.

“That all telecom poles and E.S.B. Poles that are replaced or put up new are set back off the edge of the road as some poles that were put up on the Cloone Road out of Drumlish are causing a serious hazard and are a danger to road users.  I am looking for Telecom to come back and set these poles at least .5 of a meter off the road.”  
Councillor Pat O’Toole.

“That Longford County Council provides an update on the proposed amendments to the
 
            emerging preferred route corridor on the N55 between Ballymahon and Athlone and when 

   

is the report likely to be published”
7.
Finance & Regeneration.

(a) To Note NOAC Performance Indicators Report 2019    

http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/NOAC-LAPIR-2019.pdf
             
8.       Community, Corporate and Enterprise.

(a)      Consideration of Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003) -        report enclosed.
(b)      Corporate Policy Group Review of Corporate Plan 2019 – 2024. 
(c)         Consideration and adoption of Annual Service Delivery Plan 2021 – to follow. 
(d)          Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Paul Ross.
“I call on Longford Longford County Council to seek funding for an outdoor covered performance and meeting space in Longford Town.
This should be a flagship project for our County town with capacity to hold community, cultural and  charity events and festivals and will be another tourism attraction to our county town.”

9.
General
(a) Correspondence – enclosed.
(i) Correspondence received from the following –
· Office of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and

· Office of the Minister for Justice

regarding request from Longford County Council that monies confiscated under the Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996-2016 be redirected to a local fund for the provision of addiction services, youth activities and other community initiatives to help counter the negative impact of criminality.
(ii) Correspondence received from the Office of Minister Roderic O’Gorman TD




regarding parental alienation.
(iii) Correspondence received from the Minister for Defence regarding 
the awarding of the recommended 5 Military Medals for Gallantry and the 27 Distinguished Service Medals for the Irish Soldier's  of A Company 35th Infantry Battalion who so bravely defended at the Siege of Jadotville, serving under a UN mandate in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the early 1960’s.

(b) Notices of Motion, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –



Councillor Garry Murtagh.
“I am calling on Longford County Council to write to the Minister of Education, Norma Foley, to review legislation in order that all Secondary Schools should have a mandatory requirement to provide a least one Autism/Discovery Unit for children with spectrum disorders and with the provision of a secondary unit, if there is a need, within the greater community and catchment areas.

The current policy, whereby the school community led approach of showing leadership, courage, commitment and empathy in approaching the Department requesting to provide such facilities to the wider community, is simply not working. In turn this has left the burden of responsibility being unjustly left to just a few schools in which to accommodate the rising demand for these vital services.
I sincerely and wholeheartedly wish to acknowledge the commitment and dedication of the few that have not only taken up the baton, but have raised the bar in providing a safe and holistic environment where every child within their community is afforded an equal opportunity and access to an education. This is fundamentally every child’s humanitarian right and should hold central importance as citizens of our state.

We are further aware that every opportunity is made available to schools to come forward to provide such services and your department, both in this current (and previous governments), has most certainly not been deficient in providing funding for the provision of purpose built units, equipment and additional qualified staff.
Unfortunately though, the stark reality is that a considerable number of children are going to have to apply not only outside their catchment area but outside of their county and as far away as Dublin and the major cities and towns in which to avail of their educational needs, thus adding additional stress on both the pupil and parents in normal times, let alone at a time of the current Covid national crisis and the extra demands and emotional strain associated with it.

There are a number of secondary schools strategically well placed throughout the country to aid and support these pupils and their parents so the question must be posed as to whether it is through a “ignorance is a bliss” approach, where they are genuinely and blatantly unaware of the growing issues that continue to face them, or is it simply that it could be seen as a blight on their schools elitist reputation as an educational institution far out weighing the needs of the few? 

Either way a resolution must be found to address the growing demands for these vital services which are, quite simply, not being met and therefore we implore you, as Minister for Education, to intervene before the situation spirals out of control.”

It is my intention to nominate the following five schools for the 2021 Cathaoirleach Awards, as some small way of acknowledging their contribution to education and who facilitate both special units and the special educational needs of the few and in particular recognising their school community as a whole for their contribution and exemplary commitment and perseverance in the pursuit of education for all students at every level -

· St Teresa NS, Killoe,

· St Marys NS, Edgeworthstown 

· St. Joseph Convent NS, Longford

· St. Matthew’s N.S., Ballymahon.

· Mercy Ballymahon

· Ardscoil Phadraig, Granard

· Templemichael College, Longford

10.
Votes of sympathy.
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